Application of the RealAudio package to computerized medical lectures.
We created a multimedia system to computerize past lectures using RealAudio software. Physicians, medical researchers and students can browse the contents of lecture slides and handouts with synchronous audio using the Internet. The audience can easily review the most interesting parts of lectures and medical students can listen to complete medical lectures from remote sites with narration and slide depiction, whenever convenient. We have created three multimedia programs; the memorial lecture of a professor's retirement, a new method of hand washing for surgical procedures and a lecture on medical informatics. The cost of this system and the results of the evaluation by medical students are described. The ease of using this application makes it a potentially valuable tool for clinicians and researchers.